
National Institute of Design 

National Institute of Design (NID) is a design school in India. The institute functions as an autonomous 

body under the Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion, Ministry of Commerce and Industry, 

Government of India. NID is recognised by the Department of Scientific and Industrial Research (DSIR) 

under Ministry of Science and Technology, Government of India, as a scientific and industrial design 

research organisation. 

Business Week has ranked NID (32 alphabetically) in its list of top design schools in the world. 

Overview 

NID had been set up looking at the industrial design education being imparted in Bauhaus and Ulm in 

Germany. 

On 19 July 2004, National Institute of Design commenced the IT Integrated Design Programmes (New 

Media Design, Information and Digital Design, Software and User Interface Design) at the new campus in 

Gandhinagar. The Gandhinagar campus currently hosts these disciplines. 

The animation discipline at NID has produced film makers such as Ishu Patel, Sekhar Mukherjee, Dhiman 

SenGupta, Prakash Moorthy, Suresh Eriyat etc. 

The Film And video Communication department has produced numerous film makers mainly working in 

the field of advertising like Prasoon Pandey, Alok Shetty, Pan Nalin etc. 

Background 

During the early years of post independence India, manifold changes were taking place in economic and 

social scenario and in production processes with the introduction of new technologies even in the 

remotest corners of the Indian sub-continent. There were at that time, great thinkers who realized that 

the process of development demanded a closer look at the future policies and resources that would 

later on determine the pattern and pace of growth envisioned for India of the future. The Industrial 

Policy Resolution of 1953 outlined these concerns and indicated broad guidelines. It was as result of 

these activities that the Government of India invited the renowned design team of Charles and Ray 

Eames to recommend a programme of design to serve as an aid to the newly established small 

industries in India. On the basis of their ground breaking and insightful document, 'The India Report', the 

Government of India set up the National Institute of Design in 1961 as an autonomous national 

institution for research, service and training in Industrial Design and Visual Communication. 

Courses offered 

The institute offers two kinds of courses: 

 Graduate Diploma Programme in Design (GDPD) 

 Post-graduate Diploma Programme in Design (PGDPD) 

 Post-graduate Diploma Programme in Design 



This 2 to 2.5-year programme is offered in the following specific areas of specialisation in 14 design 

disciplines under the five faculties. 

Eligibility criteria for PGDPD: Candidates having a Bachelor's degree or equivalent in the areas 

mentioned in each discipline below are eligible to apply. Diploma holders from premier specialised 

institutions are considered on par with Bachelor's Degree in certain cases. 

Industrial Design 

 Product Design: B.Tech, BE (Mech./Mechatronics) B.Arch. 

 Transportation and Automobile Design: B.Tech, BE (Mech./Mechatronics) B.Arch. 

 Furniture and Interior Design: B.Tech, BE, B.Arch., Interior Design 

 Game Design: B.Tech, B.F.A., Applied Arts, B.Tech, BIT, B.Arch, Visual Communication, Mass 

Media, B.Sc. Computer Science, Child Development, Therapy, Graduates in any other area with 

aptitude and proven talent for Toy/Game Design and Digital Media.  

 Ceramic and Glass Design: Ceramic and Glass Design/Technology, BFA, Graduates in other 

disciplines with experience in Ceramic and Glass fields. 

Textile and Apparel Design 

 Textile Design: B.F.A, Applied Arts, Textile/Handloom Technology, Textile/Knitwear/Fashion 

Design, Home Science (with Textile and Clothing) 

 Apparel Design and Merchandising: B.F.A., Applied Arts, Textile/Knitwear/Fashion Design or 

graduates in merchandising or any other disciplines with proven proficiency in drawing and 

garment construction and presentation 

 Lifestyle Accessory Design: B.F.A, B.Arch., Applied Arts, Design, Interior Design, Accessory Design 

and relevant disciplines in technology and engineering. 

Communication Design 

 Graphic Design: B.F.A, Applied Arts, B.Arch. Interior Design, graduates with experience in 

Graphic Design. 

 Animation Film Design: B.F.A, Applied Arts, Design, B.Arch, Communication Media, Film & TV, 

Mass Media, Graduates with experience in Animation Industry 

 Film and Video Communication: Humanities, Arts, Visual Communication, Mass Media or 

graduates in any other discipline with relevant work experience 

IT Integrated Design 

 New Media Design: B.F.A., Applied Arts, B.Tech, BIT, B.Arch, Visual Communication, Mass Media, 

BSc. Computer Science, BCA, (Knowledge of Scripting, Authoring and Graphic tools essential) 

 Software and User Interface Design: BS (computer Science), B.Arch., BFA, B. Tech (Electronics), 

B.I.T., Applied Psychology, Accessory Design with relevant work experience 

 Information and Digital Design: B.Arch., BFA, Applied Arts, BIT, BCA, B.Sc (Computer Science), 

Mass Media, Cognitive Psychology with relevant work experience 



 Information and Interface Design: B.Arch., BFA, Applied Arts, BIT, BCA, B.Sc (Computer Science), 

Mass Media, Cognitive Psychology with relevant work experience 

 Design for Digital Experience: B.Arch., BFA, Applied Arts, BIT, BCA, B.Sc (Computer Science), 

Mass Media, Cognitive Psychology with relevant work experience 

Interdisciplinary Design Studies 

 Strategic Design Management: Any recognised 3-year Bachelors Degree in Fine Arts, Humanities, 

Science or a 4-year degree in Engineering, Technology, etc. with work experience of minimum 2 

years in a design or design-related organisation 

 Design for Retail Experience: Any recognised 3-year Bachelors Degree in Fine Arts, Humanities, 

Science or a 4-year degree in Engineering, Technology, etc. with work experience of minimum 2 

years in a design or design-related organisation 

Campuses 

 National Institute of Design, Bangalore (Research and Development campus) 

 National Institute of Design, Gandhinagar (Post graduate campus) 

 

Admission Info 

National Institute of Design is s a prominent institutes in India for the aspirants of Design. The institute 

carried out entrance examination for the creative and talented people who wanted to pursue a career in 

Design, called National Entrance Examination for Design (NID NEED). The eligible candidates get 

admission into the undergraduate program, Graduate Diploma Program in Design.  

Structure and Syllabus of NEED 

The NID NEED constitutes of three aptitude test with each paper constitutes of 60 marks. The exam 

evaluates the candidate’s aptitude and creativity. The test also examines the candidate’s innovative and 

critical analyzing power of the applicant. The test areas include, 

 Worldview 

 Mental Ability 

 Drawing 

 Creativity 

 Communication Skills 

The written examination followed by studio test and personal interview. The examination doesn’t follow 

any prescribed syllabus and the question areas include, 

Visual Design 

 Thematic Colour Arrangement 



 Subjects of Design 

 Sensitivity to Environment 

 Memory Drawing 

 Knowledge of Proportions and Perspective 

 General Mental Ability 

 Drawing Skills 

 Creativity 

 Compoition 

 Communication Skills 

 Animation 

 Abstract Symbolism 

 Eligibility Criteria 

The candidates should pass higher secondary with minimum 50% marks in the final year examination. 

The candidates from any streams from the recognized board can apply for the examination. The final 

year students can apply for the exam, but at the time of admission, they must provide the eligibility 

proof.  The technical know how will consider as an extra advantage during the selection process. The 

reservation category will get needed consideration as per the Government norms. The minimum age 

should be not less than seventeen years. 

How to Apply ? 

The application form can be download from the official website and the filled form cn send to the set 

address with the bank demand draft Rs.1500/-. The forms will also available by post by sending the 

request letter for application form to the National institute of Design with the DD for the application 

form. He student can also directly purchase the form with the cash payment from the admission office 

of eth institute. For the reservation group the form will cost only Rs.750/-. 

How to fill the Form ? 

The candidates must be very carefully while filling the form. They have to understand the directions 

given in the bulletin and follow exactly the same. They can take a copy of the form and fill it first for 

avoiding the mistakes. The information given should be in capital letters and can use either a pencil or 

pen for filling the form, as suggested in eth booklet. The candidates must paste a recent photo on the 

suggested columns. 

There may be some requirement in the size of the photo and candidates should follow it. They also 

make sure that they put the signature on the recommended places. They must ensure that the data 

enter should be valid and as per the official proofs. Keep the photocopy of the completely filled form for 

the future needs. Recheck the fillings and send the form along with the necessary document to the 

admission office of eh institute before the last date. 

 

 



Important Dates 

Date of Examination: second week of January, 2012 

Date of availability of forms: 2nd week of October, 2011 

Last date for receipt of completed application form: end of the month of October, 2011 

Date of Studio tests/Interview: fourth week of April, 2012 

Admission is on the basis of NID’s method of selection, which extends beyond the students previous 

academic qualifications. The NID Admission Committee systematically seeks evidence of the perception, 

attitude, aptitude, achievement and motivation essential for a challenging and satisfying design career. 

The objective of the tests and the interviews is to ascertain the above qualities. The tests at the various 

centres will consist of design aptitude tests. Based on scores obtained from these tests, shortlisting of 

candidates to be called for second phase will be done.  

The second phase of the admission procedure will consist of studio tests followed by personal interviews 

at Ahmedabad, Bengaluru and Gandhinagar. 

Call letters for this phase of the interview will be posted by mid March. This information will also be 

available on NID’s website www.nid.edu. All those candidates called for the second phase are required 

to attend the studio tests and interview, which completes the process of selection. The Admission 

Committee decides the procedures, grades and weight age every year. 

List of NEED centres 

● Oman 

● Mumbai 

● Kolkata 

● Kochi, 

● Kanpur 

● Hyderabad 

● Guwahati 

● Delhi 

● Chennai 

● Bhopal 

● Bengaluru 



● Ahmedabad 

Contact Address for the National Entrance Examination for Design 

● Office of the Registrar (Academics) 

● Phone: +91 79 26623462 

● Fax: +91 79 26621167 

● Email: admissions@nid.edu 

● Web:http://www.nid.edu 

Colleges Accepting NEED Score 

● D. J. Academy of Design, Coimbatore 

● IILM School of Design, Gurgaon 

● National Institute of Design (NID), Ahmedabad 

● Wigan & Leigh College, New Delhi 

● Pearl Academy of Fashion, New Delhi 

Reference Books 

● Arihant NIFT/NIFD/NID Entrance Exam Self Study Guide 

● Bright Careers Guide NIFT Entrance Exams 

● Concepts Of Pattern Grading 

● Nift /nid Entrance Exams: Ultimate Success Series By Surendra 

● NIFT/NID /IIFT Entrance Exam- Self Study Guide (Paperback) 

● NIFT/NID Entrance Exams: Ultimate Success Series 

● NIFT/NID/IIFT Entrance Exam Guide 

● NIFT/NID/IIFT Entrance Exam Guide by Surendra 

● NIFT/NIFD/NID Entrance Exam By D. Mittal 

● Prashant Kumar’s  NIFT Entrance Examination Preparation Guide 

Coaching Centers for National Entrance Examination for Design 

● Academy of Fashion & Design 



● Arkin 

● Bhanwar Rathore Design Studio 

● Silica 

● Trendz Academy 

Study Plan 

If you are passionate about your career as a designer you should have a well structure study plan so as 

to make sure your seat in the institute. Since the available seats in the institute is less and the exam is 

held on the national basis the competitive level of eth examination is high. Hence you should be careful 

about your preparation part. The students can make a time table and can allot their study time for each 

topic according to their level of competency. 

You can also prepare with the guide and reference books. There are many online materials are available 

for the aspirants. The previous year papers are available for the aspirants which help you to be 

familiarizing with the exam pattern. This will also help you to understand your level and areas where you 

need attention. Practice in the drawing part that will also help you while doing the course also. Joining a 

coaching center will also help you to prepare for the examination. The student has to read the 

Newspaper daily and watch English Channels so as to increase your vocabulary. 

How and Where To Get the Results? 

The exam result is available at the official website of the National Institute of Design. They have to enter 

their DOB and exam register number to get the detailed report. The student has to daily check the 

website so to know the daily updates 

Cutoff for National Entrance Examination for Design 

The cutoff will vary according to each year and nature of the questions. It also vary according to the 

institute and normally the student must score above 70% to get the admission into the desired 

institutes. 

Score Validity 

The NEED score will valid for one year and it is used only at the time of admission. 

 

 

 SOURCE- wikipedia.org, nid.edu 

 

 



 


