Android's passéll Gear up for Meego

MeeGo is an open source, Linux project which brings together the Moblin project, headed up by Intel, and
Maemo, by Nokia, into a single open source activity. MeeGo integrates the experience and skills of two
significant development ecosystems, versed in communications and computing technologies. The MeeGo
project believes these two pillars form the technical foundations for next generation platforms and usages
in the mobile and device platforms space.

MeeGo includes:
° Performance optimizations and features which enable rich computational and graphically oriented

applications and connected services development

No-compromise internet standards support delivering the best web experiences

Easy to use, flexible and powerful Ul/app development environment based on Qt

Open source project organization managed by the Linux Foundation

State of the Art Linux stack optimized for the size and capabilities of small footprint platforms and
mobile devices, but delivering broad linux software application compatibility

MeeGo currently targets platforms such as netbooks/entry-level desktops, handheld computing and
communications devices, in-vehicle infotainment devices, connected TVs, and media phones. All of these
platforms have common user requirements in communications, application, and internet services in a
portable or small form factor. The MeeGo project will continue to expand platform support as new features
are incorporated and new form factors emerge in the market.
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Visit the following URL for an introductory video of Meego:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EMKcHPGRfiA&feature=related



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EMKcHPGRfiA&feature=related

Android v/s Meego

First let's define the Android fragmentation problem:

= Android has different versions with different API coverage (((FIXME and binary breaks?))).

= Some Android products go to market shipping the last version while other new products are shipping previous
versions.

= Some Android products get OS updates while others don't, or the updates are provided at very different times.

= For application developers is a pain to maintain different versions of different apps.

The risk of falling in a similar scenario exists:

= MeeGo has a new release every six months. Just like any innovative platform these days, MeeGo will also have
an evolving API and binary breaks. Some of these breaks might come from upstream projects and not even be under
the direct responsibility of the MeeGo project.

- MeeGo will eventually have a variety of vendors and the risk of seeing products shipping with different versions
and being updated (or not) at different speeds exist.

= If the conditions above are true, it will be also true that life might be more complicated for app developers.

What are the measures the MeeGo project is taking / should take to avoid those problems?

= The open governance, roadmap and development on time-based releases help ODMs and the rest of MeeGo
stakeholders getting involved in the definition and implementation of new MeeGo releases. Placing a binary break in
the next release or one after is a decision made by many, and not a single company behind closed doors.

" The 6 month release cycle plus the monthly maintenance releases provides an easier path for ODMs to plan
new products and their OS updates. (((FIXME: are we planning for an scenario like e.g. Qt Mobility update to a
maintenance release for better compatibility?)))

" The Qt and Qt Mobility roadmaps are key factors of success managing releases and fragmentation. The Qt
team has a long and well documented track managing their APIs across releases and platforms.

- The MeeGo SDK (based on Qt Creator) and the OBS are designed to handle the compilation of the same
source code for different targets. (((FIXME: more details about why life for developers can be non-painful if API
changes across releases are documented properly))).

. Note that the risk of fragmentation increases exponentially when apps use directly platform APIs not part of the
official MeeGo API, unofficial toolkits, etc. This is directly connected to the definition and observation of the MeeGo

Compliance.






